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A RESOLUTION BANNING POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS BY LOBBYISTS
WHEREAS, New Mexico has had a long history of battling political corruption, dating back to well before statehood; and

WHEREAS, given the serious public policy challenges facing New Mexico, from school reform to the budget crisis, public trust and confidence in government has never been more important; and
WHEREAS, a series of recent scandals involving pay to play corruption has eroded the public trust in New Mexico’s state and local governments; and

WHEREAS, the common denominator in these scandals has been government contractors and lobbyists making contributions to elected officials; and
WHEREAS, as the amount of contracting between the New Mexico government and private vendors has grown over the past many years, so too has the potential for corruption; and

WHEREAS, a number of other states, as well as the federal government, have recognized the risk of ‘pay to play’ corruption and established rules to minimize it; and

WHEREAS, in states where similar reforms have been implemented there have been positive changes in the political culture; and 

WHEREAS, banning political contributions from lobbyists and government contractors is an important step towards restoring public trust in New Mexico’s state and local governments;

NOW THEREFORE, the Democratic Party of Santa Fe County endorses Think New Mexico’s proposal to ban political contributions and bundling by lobbyists, government contractors, and seekers of government subsidies. 

· Approved by DPSFC Resolutions Cttee, pending clarification on freedom of speech issues, 11/19/09 – referred to DPSFC Executive Committee.

