POWER, PRIVILEGE and POVERTY

When is Enough—Enough?

by Mary Fogarty, B.F.A., M.S.


The glory that comes with material wealth and beauty is fleeting and fragile. 

What corporations and individuals of power and privilege DO is: 

· favor the rich,

· marginalize those who have less, 

· limit creative contributions on a large scale by using systems 


designed to exploit the labor and resources of the working class, 

· poison the environment and 

· measure everything in terms of ‘the bottom line’. 

Dr. David C. Korten, author of the international bestseller When Corporations Rule the World and The Great Turning from Empire to Earth Community, says, “The social costs of inequity increases to the extent that the wealthy use their power advantage to take more and give less. Such inequality encourages wasteful extravagance among the rich and desperation among the poor.” 

Ghandi said, “There are enough resources in the world to meet everyone’s need, but not everyone’s greed.”
Time, learning, and creativity are far more valuable than wealth measured by material things that fill our spiritual voids. Perhaps the greatest gift not measured in terms of money and that we can cultivate in ourselves is the ability to help people see themselves in others. 
I personally try to remember how interconnected and interdependent we are upon each other. Even the smallest creatures in a healthy environment, contribute to the prosperity of the whole. So let us take a moment of silence for the bee that died today. He sought the warmth of the sun, a mate to perpetuate his species so that together they could pollinate plants and trees that in turn produced fruits and vegetables. And in the end, Mr. Bee gave his life to feed a baby robin.

In the circle of life, man is merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to that web, he does to himself. True prosperity depends on life-serving economies that:

1. satisfy everyone’s basic material needs, 

2. maintain a sustainable balance with Earth’s natural systems,

3. strengthen the bonds of caring communities, and 

4. support all persons to realize their fullest human potential.

To achieve life-serving economies requires distribution of power within a framework of responsible active citizenship and international cooperation. Responsible citizenship, cooperation, and nonviolent conflict resolution come naturally to emotionally, socially and morally mature adults. Physical security comes from public policies that support a healthy family and community life, strengthens mutual trust and caring, and nurtures the growth of every individual. The desire to harm, dominate or demean others is an indicator of the failure of family and community to fulfill their essential roles, which in turn is an indicator of a failed public policy to provide the necessary social support. 

Poverty, unemployment, high crime rates, 40 million without health insurance, global warming and broken families are all indicators of an economic system that gives higher priority to maintaining and enhancing the power and privilege of a small elite class rather than providing the essential of life to all. Dr. Korten says it best, “The greatest threats to physical security now facing the world, short of a nuclear Armageddon are: 

· climate change, 

· toxic contamination,

· water shortages,

· rising energy prices,

· economic instability created by financial speculation and

· sky-rocketing trade imbalances.

Institutions of Empire and domination weaken family and community, mismanage natural resources, undermine the legitimacy of official institutions, create extremes of injustice, and suppress development of higher orders of moral consciousness.

What institutions of domination CANNOT DO is:

· cripple Love

· shatter Hope

· corrode Faith

· destroy Peace

· kill Friendships

· suppress Wisdom

· silence Courage

· invade the Soul

· steal eternal Life or

· conquer the Spirit.




To learn more about how Empire models have reached limits of exploitation that people and earth can no longer sustain and how Empire brings fortune to the few, and suppresses the creative potential of all—please attend an Introductory study of Dr. David Korten’s groundbreaking book The Great Turning. 


October 4th, 


1:15 to 3:30 p.m. 


at the UNM-Valencia Campus 


Student Community Center, 


280 La Entrada, Los Lunas, NM  87031


—FREE Beverages—





This Introductory study will address dimensions of community, including partnerships for physical, intellectual, emotional and social wellbeing. United by a common cause, purpose and values, “we the people” have power to make a difference between continuing business as usual, where future generations may refer to our time of environmental and social collapse as the Great Unraveling — OR — speak of this as a time of the Great Turning when humanity turned away from domination and embraced the ways of partnership and community.  





As Rachel Carson, author of Silent Spring said:





"We still think in terms of conquest. We still haven't become mature enough to think of ourselves as only a tiny part of a vast and incredible universe. Man's attitude toward nature is today critically important simply because we have now acquired a fateful power to alter and destroy nature. But man is a part of nature and his war against nature is inevitably a war against himself… Now, I truly believe that we in this generation must come to terms with nature, and I think we're challenged as mankind has never been challenged before to prove our maturity and our mastery, not of nature, but of ourselves."








