Whereas: From home foreclosures, lost jobs and drops in retail sales, we see that Main Street America is in trouble. As our city and nation face increasing economic challenges, it is imperative that we continue to move forward and not back away from the policies and principles that make Santa Fe great; and
Whereas: It is critical to address our city’s financial state with a holistic approach that strengthens our economy through enhanced partnerships with local businesses, nonprofits and community organizations; and
Whereas: Santa Feans are encouraged by the prospect of a Congress and a President that understand the importance of partnering with Cities and making investments in infrastructure, transportation and education that can get people back to work; and

Whereas: The Main Street program advocated by the US Conference of Mayors and the US League of Cities calls for Community Development Block Grants for infrastructure, Energy Block Grants for green jobs, money for transit equipment and infrastructure and funding for highway infrastructure as well as other investments that both create jobs and improve our communities; and

Whereas:  The governing body of the City of Santa Fe has developed economic and capital improvement strategies and projects that can move forward now, providing jobs and investment when our economy and working families most need it; and

Whereas: The governing body of the City of Santa Fe should act to develop the partnerships necessary  for investments in our local economy with the new president, the new congress, our state leaders and members of this community;

Now therefore be it resolved: that the governing body of the City of Santa Fe directs the City Manager to direct that the following actions be taken and investments made to move our economy forward and provide jobs for our citizens:

1) Invest $400,000 in promoting the city’s 400 year anniversary status to attract additional visitors to our area.

2) Invest $500,000 in energy conservation and alternative energy to help homeowners and small business deal with climbing energy prices.

3) Act to gain increased economic benefit from our new community assets including the Santa Fe Community Convention Center, Railyard development and the Rail Runner Express.

4) Accelerate investment of $6 million capital improvement funding into upgrading City transportation infrastructure including roads, sidewalks and trails.

5) Adjust utility rate administrative structure to encourage conservation and economic development in the hospitality sector—hotels and restaurants.
Be it further resolved

The City of Santa Fe encourages our congressional representatives and our president to act quickly to invest in the real economies of our cities in partnership with Cities around the country by fully funding the Main Street stimulus package
