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June 17, 2007

Hello all,

My name is Terry Riley.  I joined the Health Securities for New Mexico (HSNM) organization about a year ago.  I am so thrilled that such a good plan exists.  I believe that there is significant risk that this plan may not be accepted and that a plan that is nowhere near as good will be enacted.  I have learned to like and to respect most of our state legislators but I have also learned not to trust the political process to work well without supervision.  We can get the best health care system in New Mexico only if we act to make it happen.  I would like to offer some suggestions.

Our next Local Organizing Committee meeting time is scheduled for Tuesday, June 19th at 4:30pm, at the church on Silver and Carlisle. Please plan to make it.  The meeting will probably last only to 6:00 pm.

We need to activate everybody that we know AND to bring as many as we can to the coming LOC meeting.

We need to find any way that we can to inform as many people as possible about the Health Security Act so that we will have the clout necessary to ensure passage in the next NM Legislature.

We need to attend the Legislative Interim Committee on Health and Human Services.  The next meeting is June 25th in room 322 of the Roundhouse in Santa Fe.  The meeting is scheduled to start at 9:00 am.  Dr. Challot will be presenting a summary of the Mathematica Report to the committee.  This will be a very IMPORTANT meeting to attend.

Michael Moore’s movie, “Sicko”, will opening on June 29th.  This would be a great opportunity to hand out flyers to people as they come out of the movie.  When they come from the movie they will be informed.  I believe that is a great time to give these people a direction, make them aware of a plan to solve the problem that the movie, “Sicko”, pointed out to them. 

When the Legislature is in session we need to lobby, lobby, lobby, lobby.  Until then we ALL need to contact our own Legislators, Mayors, City Councilors, County Commissioners, etc. and lobby them for the Health Security Plan.

I have put together a web site, www.whatifyouknew-nm.com , that I hope that you will visit.  I have information on all three/(four) plans being considered by the state.  I also have copies of the Health Security Act as presented in the 2007 Legislature plus many more supportive documents.  You may download these and print them as necessary to use to explain our situation and the HSNM plan.  I also have a business card size flyer that you can print out and hand to people.  This will enable you to make more people aware of the issue and give them a place to get the details on what is going on.  

The web site is opinionated but I am striving to keep it accurate.  Please comment if you see any errors.  The HSNM web site has been down since February so we cannot direct people to it to get any information.  That is a problem and that is why I created my own site.  I hope that everybody understands and can support my efforts.  I feel that we are so close!

Sincerely,

Terry Riley

Terryactivist@aol.com
(505) 899-6275
