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DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF NEW MEXICO

2006 PLATFORM

“Building an Opportunity Society”

Families and Communities

Healthy families mean healthy communities.  Parents, individuals, groups, and schools have the primary role in keeping and making families strong and government policy should aid that effort.  These roles are carried out in different ways in every aspect of public policy; from health care and jobs to education and crime.  We recognize the responsibility and the right of parents to raise their children according to values and traditions of their culture and we support laws that insure that the best interests of children are placed first.

Healthy families can be supported and ailing families can be healed through parenting skills, prenatal care, preventing unwanted pregnancies, access to both quality health care and quality day care.

The Democratic Party recognizes that families and communities come in all shapes and sizes.  We believe that government should not dictate family values, but rather value all families equally.  Parents, individuals, groups and governments should work together to create innovative policies that encourage, strengthen and assist families, regardless of their composition or economic status.

The Democratic Party believes people who need public assistance should be treated with dignity.

The Democratic Party is ultimately committed to repairing the damage and injustice done to the American family by the Bush Administration and the Republican Congress.

Education

The key to a decent standard of living and better quality of life for all of New Mexico’s

Citizens, lies in a system of public education that challenges, inspires and promotes excellence in its students.  

We recognize the many accomplishments of our schools, teachers and students and dedicate ourselves to continued progress.  We support higher teacher salaries, small class sizes, high academic performance standards, emphasis on children at risk of failure, life-skills education, special education programs and the expansion of fine arts and athletic programs that inspire and broaden the outlook of students at all levels of education. 

We must pay fairly and equitably for the educational system we seek.

We oppose publicly-funded vouchers for use at private schools.  Though we support the right of parents to choose a private or home-school education for their children, we believe such a voucher system threatens the existence of public education, which benefits the vast majority of our state’s children.  

We deplore the Bush Administration and the Republican Congress’ abject failure to fund the No Child Left Behind Act and demand that it be fully-funded.  We believe that it is better to set student testing standards at the state and local level.

Crime

One of the fundamental roles of government is to protect the safety and well being of citizens from crime.  Those who commit crimes against people or property must be swiftly and vigorously prosecuted, punished and offered rehabilitation. 

The ultimate solution to crime is prevention by fostering the strengthening of families, a quality education and the opportunity for our youth to mature in a healthy way.

We recognize that economic dislocation, the breakdown of the family and substance abuse play an enormous role in the crime rate and that strong families, jobs, education and substance abuse treatment will prevent crime.

We believe that prosecutors and courts should deal with each individual case, with the outcome being what is equitable and in the best interest of society.

We support life sentences without parole for capital crimes.

We believe that state government should provide more funding to target the problem of the manufacture and abuse of methamphetamine drugs.

More state funding should be appropriated for the rehabilitation of methamphetamine, crack cocaine, heroin and other substance abusers. 

We deplore juvenile crime and urge all government officials to seek out and implement the most promising programs to curb juvenile violent crime.  We support a combination of prevention, rehabilitation and punishment as an approach to this problem.

Substance abuse treatment programs for youths should be expanded and offenders should be provided treatment and an opportunity to mature without incarceration.  

However, incorrigible and dangerously violent youths should be housed in secure facilities.

We aspire to the highest ethical standards for government employees, elected officials, and corporations.

We abhor all government and corporate corruption and will work to implement and develop procedures which combat white collar crime and corruption.

Citizens at all levels must be held accountable to laws and violations should be punished through appropriate criminal, civil, and political impeachment processes.

Health Care

We believe that health care is a right for all New Mexicans through a system of universal health care.  Every New Mexican should have ready access to high-quality health care.  

The Democratic Party of New Mexico supports adequate public funding for nonprofit organizations and state facilities that provide inpatient substance abuse treatment, detoxification services and dual-diagnosis treatment.

We support disease prevention and health promotion through public school curriculum including wellness, nutrition, comprehensive sex education, and mental health.  We support programs for early screening and continued full-funding for Medicare and Medicaid.

Economy, Business, Trade and Jobs

State and local governments should actively support a sound economy by encouraging good business practices, protecting consumers through clear and effective regulatory practices and by creating an atmosphere that encourages responsible and ethical business.  Labor and management should continue to build innovative partnerships that develop the economy for the benefit of New Mexico.

Small business is the heart of New Mexico’s economy and government should encourage and assist in its development.

Democrats support an increase in New Mexico’s statewide minimum wage to $7.50/hour, indexed to inflation, without pre-emption of cities and counties wishing to enact higher minimum wages.  We are committed to the establishment and enforcement of a living wage for all New Mexico workers.

We support fair trade with other nations with conditions that all trade agreements have enforceable labor and environmental standards equal to or better than provided by the laws of New Mexico and the United States.

State and local tax incentives are appropriate to attract quality, environmentally-friendly businesses to New Mexico.  We also support and encourage the formation of partnerships between business and government to address some of the state’s most pressing needs, including those in education, job training and health care. Public sector and private sector workers alike have the right to organize and to collectively bargain for wages, benefits and conditions of work.  No law should restrict those rights.  We oppose “right to work” laws and we believe the Public Employee Bargaining Act should be made permanent.  Any existing law that requires adequate wages for workers on publicly funded projects should be preserved.

We support technology-transfer efforts that give private industry access to technology developed by the federal laboratories based in New Mexico.  These partnerships create jobs and ensure a continued, important role for the laboratories.

Employees who report violations of public health, worker safety, environmental and consumer protections should be protected by law.

Democrats recognize that apprenticeship programs are critical to creating a viable and sustainable workforce of men and women who take pride in the quality of their work product, the breadth of their skill, and the wealth of their experience.

Environment and Energy

Protection of our state’s natural beauty and natural resources is essential.  Citizens, organizations, government and industry must all work together to conserve clean water, air and land, and the expansive vistas that define the Land of Enchantment.

We deplore the degradation of the environment by the Bush Administration and the Republican Congress and we support the restoration and enhancement of the environmental protection laws.  Special attention should be paid to strengthening laws concerning the transportation and storage of hazardous waste.

We deplore the Bush administration’s use of junk science in environmental public policy and support a return to sound scientific principles for policy-making.

The public school science curriculum should include sections on the environment and conservation.

Our goal is a sustainable society; a society that can satisfy its own needs without jeopardizing the prospects of future generations; a society in which individuals can be assured of enough pure water, clean air, fertile soil and sufficient sources of renewable energy to provide for its needs.

Long-term planning is essential toward conservation of our natural resources, particularly water.  Immediate concentrated attention should be given to sustainable development of substandard housing developments and communities.  Everyone should have access to the highest quality drinking water.  Drinking water legislation should be strengthened.

The state and federal government should assist and reward through tax incentives any individuals or businesses that invest in, develop, or use sustainable energy systems. 

We support every additional effort that New Mexico State Government can make toward the development of geothermal, solar and wind energy and to the development of methods to utilize local natural gas, in an effort to curb consumer gas prices.

Civil/Human Rights 

The Democratic Party reaffirms the rights of American citizens to be free from unreasonable searches and seizures by the Bush Administration.  We support abolishing those provisions of the Patriot Act which violate our civil liberties.  We oppose domestic spying against Americans without compliance with the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act.

All discrimination must be eliminated in housing, employment and public services; including discrimination based on race, religion, mental and physical disability, national origin, age, sexual orientation, or gender identity.

We support every person’s right to make personal decisions and to have access to the full range of reproductive health choices. 

We believe that all adults should be trusted to make moral and ethical decisions regarding their own lives.

The Democratic Party supports the restoration of the separation of church and state.

Foreign Affairs and National Security
Democrats support preventing breaches in our civil and national defenses and the humanitarian crises caused by natural disasters and terrorist attacks.  We deplore the Republican regime in Washington for their continued cuts to critical security programs, and embrace of cronyism and corruption.  Their behavior and priorities erode our front line defenses and financial stability, and jeopardize our safety. 

Democrats support providing our military and first responders with proper planning, state-of-the-art equipment and extensive benefits, such as comprehensive health care coverage, life and liability insurance, and adequate worker’s compensation.  Our uniformed military and first responders are dedicated and daring patriots deserving of our enduring respect and lasting appreciation.  

We support a safer world and renewed enforcement of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and oppose the continued development of a new generation of nuclear weapons.  The United States should not start pre-emptive wars or enter into any war unless there is an imminent danger to the lives and security of its citizens.

We support the strategic redeployment of troops from Iraq, in 2006, if possible.  We believe that this country should use more diplomacy, as a deterrent to future wars.  

Tribal Sovereignty

New Mexico must continue to recognize and acknowledge tribal sovereignty and to develop strong and respectful government-to-government relationships with Indian nations and tribes.  State and Federal Governments should work in partnership with tribal governments to improve Native American health, education, housing, and appropriate and sustainable economic development.  

Minorities/Affirmative Action

The Democratic Party supports affirmative action policies and its applicability to all aspects of life.  We support constant planning that will apply the principles of affirmative action to coincide with the function of the Party.  The Democratic Party supports the constant creation of new solutions to end racial, ethnic, and other problems of oppression in our society.

The Democratic Party of New Mexico supports a general policy of Affirmative Action to communities that have traditionally suffered discrimination including the extension of educational opportunity, government contracting preferences for minority- and women-owned businesses, and Party outreach activities.

We support requiring all public utility companies to offer a rate discount to people with disabilities who require higher usage in order to maintain their health and special equipment.

Land Grants

We support and honor the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and the inherent rights it gives to the heirs of all land grants in New Mexico. 

We support legislation, programs and initiatives geared toward creating affordable housing, appropriate infrastructure and economic development for Land Grants and their heirs.

We support the preservation of existing New Mexico Community Land Grant common lands, as well as any future common lands re-acquired from within the traditional Land Grant boundaries.

Also, when any land was inappropriately seized from land grant heirs, and the land cannot be returned, some form of restitution is appropriate.

Budget Reform 

Federal and State budgets must remain or be balanced and managed in a way that does not disproportionately place the burden of any budget cuts or adjustments on the disadvantaged or future generations.  Any budget surplus must be used to pay down the national debt and shore up America’s social programs; with an emphasis on Social Security, Medicare and other health care.    

We view the current federal debt, which has recently breached the $8.2 trillion mark, as a national disgrace.  The selling off of the national patrimony to foreign creditors must end.  For this reason, fiscal discipline and balanced budgets remain central to the Platform of the Democratic Party.

Tax responsibility should not fall disproportionately on lower and middle income people.  Therefore tax cuts for the wealthy should be repealed.  Any tax cuts should be directed toward the middle and working class.  

Likewise, corporations should pay their fair share.  Tax giveaways to corporations, especially those shifting American jobs overseas must be eliminated.

Social Security/Medicare

The Democratic Party of New Mexico stands united to ensure that Social Security will not be reduced, privatized or otherwise diminished, and will be maintained properly to provide a secure base on which future generations can build a dignified retirement.  

The Democratic Party of New Mexico opposes linking benefits to price indexing rather than wages and the diversion of Social Security contributions to “personal private accounts.” We support elimination of the “income cap” on wages at which Social Security taxes are no longer paid.

We support full funding for Medicare and a real and understandable Medicare prescription drug plan.

Political/Election Reform

Political and community leaders must work to restore public confidence in this era of cynicism and frustration.  Voters should be encouraged to impose term limits on ineffective representatives through the ballot box.

Campaign reforms must be enacted that minimize the influence of corporations and well funded special interest groups, increase the influence of individual citizens and facilitate the participation of more citizens as candidates.  

Democrats support ensuring that elections are free and fair, and that every vote cast is a vote counted.  We support a uniform, voter verifiable paper ballot system.

The Arts 

All New Mexicans benefit from the Arts.  We encourage public support for the advancement of all areas of the Arts, including the development of young artists.

