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Democratic Party of New Mexico
1996 PLATFORM]

Famiiies & Communities

Healthy famiies mezn heaithy commumties Parenis wewviduals grouss, scheois zna governments ail have 2
rcle .n <eening and making famiies sirong. These rcies are carned cutin different wavs in every ascect of putlic
eciicy. from health care and jcos to egucsticn ard cnme We reccgnize the responsitiy and the rgit of parents
to raise thewr children sccording to the vaiues and raciticns cf thewr culture, and we succort laws that insure that
the bestinterests of the chulc are placad first.

Heazithy ‘amilies can be supgened and ailing fariies can te hesled through parenting skills. pre-natat care. teen
pregnancy preventicn. access to beth quality health care and qualty day care.

Parents. individuals, groups and gevernments should work together to come up with innovative and
cost-effective ways to offer assistanca in all of these areas to families, regardless of their compaosition

The public welfare system must be reformed. The cycle of dependence damages individuzl self-esteem, family
cohesion and social strength. Reforms must reward work and reward those who help themselves. Chiid care and
hesith care are essential components.

The Democratic Party recognizes that the pcor have ahj\}ays been with us. Those who need public assistanca
should be treated with dignity and should not be shunned by society.

2

Planning for the Future

We can achieve the best for all of our citizens by developing consensus of what is best for New Mexico. Public

policy decisions that can attract this kind of broad support will resuit fram a single, statewide planning process
that has credibility, suppert and participation from all sectors of New Mexico.

Education

The key to a higher standard of living and better quafity of life for all of New Mexica's citizens lies in 3 system of
putlic education that challenges, inspires. and demands excallence of its students.

We recegnize the many accomplishments of our schools, teachers and students, znd dediczate oursalves to

cntinued pregress. We supcert higher tescher saiaries. high academic performancs siandards, empnasis ¢n
cniicren at risk of fz.ure, hfe-skills educatcn. and he sxgansion of fine arts and aihietc grecgrams that insgi
anca Jroacen the cutlcek of students zt il level of scucsucn.

We must pay farly anc ecuitably for the scucsucnal SYSIEmM Wwe s&ek. and we r2enan
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~wigience of pubilc 2duczten, winicn senefis the yast mgcnty of cur siate’s Tmidran

Crime

Cre of e fundamental rcles of government is 10 oretect the safety and wel teing of crizans from cruminals
Trcge Wha aomrnt crimes 2gainst seqgie Gnc Cregery muti 5 S-.-/lf?i\/ ard ngor Y
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Sy praosecuted. punisned and

Gfigren reztment

The ultimate scluticn ‘e crnime 1§ orevenucn by fostenng the strengthomrg of famies. quzity educaten and
cecceruniy for yeuths 0 mzture in 3 hesithy way

We recoqmize that economic disiocaiicn. the trezkccwn of the famly. and sutsiance sbuse play an 2ncrmous
roie in the crime rate and that strong fanulies. (ons. education and subsiance atuse treatment wil prevent cnme.

Peccle convicted of cnimes sivcuid serve the sentences imposad by law Enhanced sentences shcuid be
impcsed for the illegal use of frearms. demestic viclence. and or all forms of hate crimes. Presently tlegal drugs
shcuid not be legahized. '

Mcre police officars are needed in Mew Meuwica's communites as an integrated part of the scciety. Prasident
Ciinicn's crime bill has done this in commumnities across America.

We depiore the nsing rate of juvenile crime and urge all gcvernment offic:als to sesk out and implement the mest
premising programs to curh juvenile viclent crime. We support & combination of prevention and punishment,
such as the legisiation adcpted by the New Mexico Legislature in 1986.

Jrug treatment programs for youths should be expanded, and most youth offenders should be provided
trestment and an opportunity to mature without incarceration. Hewever, incorrigible and dangerously violent
yeuths should be hcused in secure facilites and offered treatment.

Heaith Care

Every New Mexican should have ready access to high-quality hesith care This can te accemplished through a
system of private and public heaith insurance, maximum flexibiity and chaice for individuals and arrangements
tetween government and the hesith care industry to ensure everyone has access to basic heaith care.

A ey part ¢f hezlith care is disesse preventicn and hesith premotion. which can be readily advancad through

cuctic schacls curnculum on wellness and nutnticn, esrly screeming and conunuation of full funding for Medicare
ard Medicaid

Ezoncmy. Business. Jebs and Trade
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Riate and ocal tax incantves are approfnate o atract Aually. saveanmenta Srendly businessas 9 Maw

Meaico  We also suppart and anagurage the formatien of partnersnins hetween nusiness sna gaovernmen:
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adcr=ss scme of the sicle's most: pressing neess. inciuding us2 n educston, IS training ang reusining, 2ng

nezith care

Pubhc seciar and private secior werkers alike have the nnt W crgarize and to bargain coilecuvely for wages.
Cerefits and concitions of wark N¢ law shauld resinct those ngits We spoccse laws such ss rgnt o werk. " and
we televe the Public Empleyes Bargaiming Act shouid he made permsnent The exisiing law that requires

aceguate wages for workers on pubiicly fundec prejects snculd be preserved
We supgcert an increase in the federal mimmum wage to 3t '€3st 3515 an hour

We support free and farr trade with Mexica.

-—.
laberatenes based in New Mexico. Thesa partnersinps crazte jcbs and ensure 3 contnued, imgertant role for the
latcratones. , .

We supcert technalogy-transfer efferts that give private industry accass to technclegy develcged by the federa!

Emgioyees who report violations of public hesith. worker safety, environmental and consumer protections shculd
be protected by law

Environment & Enerqgy

Protection of our state's natural beauty and natural resources is essential. Citizens, organizaticns, government
and industry must ail work together to conserve clean water. air and land, and the expansive vistas that define
the Land of Enchantment. ’

We suppcrt the continuation and enhancement of the environmental regulatcry progress of the past 30 yesrs.
The public scheol curriculum should include sections on the environment and conservation

Our goal is a sustainable society: a society that can satisfy its own needs without jeopardizing the prospects of
future generations: a society in which individuals can be assured of encugh pure water, clean air. fertile scif and
sufficient sources of renewable energy to provice for its needs.

Long-term planning is essential toward conservaticn of our natural rescurces, particularly water. Immedizte.
coneentrated attention shculd te given to sustzinabie development arnd !o the environments! protlems of
colemas and other substandard heusing develcoments. Everycne should have accass to the highest quaiity
drinking water. Drinking water leqisiation should e sirengthened. not wezkened.
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scrimingtion basad on race. gender. reugion. mental or physic3l handicap. national ongin age or sexual
Jientaucn

A wcman has the right to cneccse safe accropnate &nc legst medical praczduras in the prvacy of her

CInSCENcE and with ner medicai T3re counsaicr We 310 Supr U WOmen wino CRcose 1o carry pregnancies o
'2rM QY NeloINg Srovice Medics! care. JC0 Clacsment 3nd Chiic Cire servicas

Native Americans

New Mexico must continue lo recognize and acknowiedye thbal soversignly and to develep sireng and
rescectful government-lo-government reiatonsmips withh the 23 resident Indian tnces State and federal
gevernments should wcerk in parinersiip with noal governments 10 improve MNative Amerncan hesith, educaticn
rousing. and agprepnate snd sustainzkbie econcmic develcpment.

Taxation

Taxes in New Mexico should be imgesed at a level to aciteve the geals New Mexicans have sat for themsalves
through their elected representatives. and nc more.

No government services are free of charge Elected officials must.inform citizens of the cost of providing
government services. and account to the public for the:r expenditures.

“he Demacratic Party supports a fair taxation policy - progressive and basad on ability to pay, including progerty
ax relief for eligible, low-income New Mexicans.

Budget Reform

The federal budget must be balanced in a way that does not dispreportionately place the burden of any budget
cuts on the peor, working pcor, sick, young, old. disabled or otherwise disadvantaged.

Political Reform

Poiitical and community leaders must work to restore public confidence in this era of cynicism and frustration.
Veters should be encouraged to impose term limits on ineffective representatives through the ballot box.

Campaign reforms must be enacted that mimmize the infiuenca cf cerperaticns and well-furded sgecial interest
groucs. incresse the influence of incdividual cinzens. and silew mere citizans to paricipate 3s candicaes.

Tne Arts

Al NMew Me.nzans senent fram he artg Wa Srean s Dubie Sunont 10r snnsecarent of the arts



