***Media Advisory***

For Saturday, March 29, 2008


Contact:  Michael Casaus 505-417-5288

Celestina Garcia 626-780-7155
Albuquerque to Celebrate 15th Annual César E. Chávez Day
Over 60 Local Organizations Support Day of Service, March and Rally
Albuquerque, NM – A coalition of more than 60 organizations are marking the 15th annual César E. Chávez Day with a day of service, a march and a celebration on Saturday, March 29, 2008.  The theme of this year’s celebration – “Celebrating the Past, Continuing the Struggle” – is meant to call for a César E. Chávez National Holiday, highlight the importance of the Latino Vote in the upcoming elections, and celebrate the 40th anniversary of the long walk.
The “Recuerda a César E. Chávez Committee,” for the 15th year, is planning the event to mark the anniversary of the birth of a unique and humble leader who influenced and inspired millions of Americans to seek social justice and civil rights for the poor and disenfranchised in our society.  A true American hero, Cesar was a civil rights leader, Latino, farmworker, and labor leader; a religious and spiritual figure; a community servant and social entrepreneur; a crusader for nonviolent social change; and an environmentalist and consumer advocate.  

WHAT:  The day will begin with a day of service at the Sanchez Farm, with seed planting, working of the land, and a planting ceremony. We will then march to the National Hispanic Cultural Center (NHCC), where there will be a fiesta with live music, food, speakers and cultural performances. The 3rd Annual “Si Se Puede” awards will be presented to Dr. Cheo Torres and Josie Marrujo, two individuals who have served the community in the spirit of César E. Chávez .
WHERE:  Sanchez Farm (Arenal & Lopez SW); National Hispanic Cultural Center (4th St. and Avenida César Chávez )
WHEN:  Saturday, March 29, 2008. 9AM-11AM at Sanchez Farm. 11AM-NOON March from Sanchez Farm to NHCC. NOON-3PM Fiesta at NHCC
WHO: Live performances by Nosotros, La Rondalla de Albuquerque, Cultura Fuerte, Los Otros, and Ballet Folklórico del Sol. Community leaders will speak. Event co-sponsors include: City of Albuquerque’s Cultural Services Department, County of Bernalillo, National Hispanic Cultural Center, New Mexico Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO, AFSCME Council 18, Hispano Round Table of New Mexico, Sierra Club and over 40 other community organizations.
VISUALS: Sanchez Farm: Seed planting ceremony. Banners, people marching. NHCC: Cultural performances, including ballet folklórico and Danza Aztecas.

###
MAJOR SPONSORS

City of Albuquerque Cultural Services Department

County of Bernalillo

National Hispanic Cultural Center

New Mexico Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO

CONTRIBUTING ORGANIZATIONS

AFSCME Council 18, American Federation of Teachers-NM, Bernalillo County Sherriff’s Office, Blue Collar Union Local 624, BJ Lucero (Bernalillo County Parks and Recreation), Center of Southwest Culture, Central NM Labor Council, City of Albuquerque Human Rights Office, City of Albuquerque Solid Waste Management Department, Commissioner Teresa Cordova’s Office, Conservation Voters New Mexico, El Centro de Igualdad y Derechos, Gray Panthers of Greater Albuquerque, Hispano Round Table of New Mexico, International Association of Machinist & Aerospace Workers Local Lodge 794, Labor Council for Latin American Advancement, La Plazita Institute, Lo Maduro de La Cultura, MEChA de UNM, NYPD Pizza, National Union of Hospital and Health Care Employees District 1199, NM Forum for Youth in Community, Public Works Office, El Seminario, Sierra Club-Rio Grande Chapter, SouthWest Organizing Project, Thaddeus Lucero (County Manager), United Food & Commercial Workers Local 1564, United South Broadway Corporation, UNM El Centro de la Raza, UNM Mexican American Law Student Association (MALSA)

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS

Albuquerque Center for Peace and Justice, Americans for Democratic Action, Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now (ACORN), Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central NM, Centro Cultural para Poder y Justicia/Cultural Center for Power and Justice (CCPJ), Enlace Comunitario, Kalpulli Izkalli, John Muir Local 100 (Sierra Club employees), La Raza Unida Party, Latino Sustainability Institute, Mesquite Community Action Committee, NM Human Rights Division (DOL), NM Office of African American Affairs, NM Progressive Alliance for Community Empowerment, NM Wilderness Alliance, Sanchez Farm Parcientes (La Pazita Gardens, Erda Gardens, The Garden's Edge, Lobo Garden, NMSU Extension Services, ARCA, AFSC, Sembriando Semillas, La Plazita Institute)SAGE Council, Stop the War Machine, UNM Center for Regional Studies,  South Valley Economic Development Center (SVEDC), UNM Peer Mentoring for Graduates of Color, Vegetarians & Vegans of UNM

  

