& ABoUT ONE

ONE’s mission is to fight extreme poverty and preventable disease in the poorest places
on the planet, particularly in Africa. We achieve change through advocacy and public
mobilization in support of the Millennium Development Goals, pressuring global leaders

to adopt smart policies and invest in tested, proven solutions.

ONE is a grassroots campaign and advocacy organization backed
by more than 2 million people from around the world and every walk
of life who are committed to the fight against extreme poverty and
preventable disease, particularly in Africa.

At ONE, we achieve change through advocacy. We hold world lead-
ers accountable for the promises made to the poorest people, and
we press these leaders to support better policies and more effective
aid and trade reform. We also support greater democracy, account-
ability and transparency in developing countries so these resources
can be effectively deployed.

Cofounded by Bono, Bobby Shriver and other campaigners, and
supported by Bob Geldof and other high profile activists, ONE is

nonpartisan and works with activists from the left, right and center to
mobilize public opinion in support of effective, proven initiatives that
are delivering results: protecting families from preventable diseases
like AIDS and malaria, putting kids in school, providing economic
opportunity and stabilizing communities. To help ensure the policies
we advocate are effective, we seek advice from leading African anti-
poverty campaigners and policy experts.

At ONE, we believe the fight against poverty is not about charity, but
about justice and equality. We are honored to be part of a greater
movement of people and organizations working to end poverty
throughout the world.

ONE'’s origins go back to 2002 and the founding of DATA (debt, AIDS,
trade Africa), the anti-poverty advocacy organization with which ONE
merged in 2008.

Following their work together during the Jubilee “Drop the Debt”
movement, Bono, Bob Geldof, Bobby Shriver, Jamie Drummond
and Lucy Matthew joined together in March, 2002 to create a new
advocacy organization called DATA (debt, AIDS, trade, Africa). As its
name implies, DATA was created to press the governments of devel-
oped nations to do their part in the fight against extreme poverty in
Africa, with a focus on debt relief, AIDS treatment and prevention
and reform of unfair trade rules. DATA also advocated for increased
democracy, accountability and transparency in government so civil
society in poor countries had a greater say in how those resources
were deployed. Introduced to the world via a TIME magazine cover
story, DATA established offices in Washington, DC and London to
advocate for its policy priorities at the top levels of government in the
US, the UK, Germany and across the G8.

In 2004, DATA and ten other leading anti-poverty organizations
(Bread for the World Institute, CARE USA, International Medi-
cal Corps, International Rescue Committee, Mercy Corps, Oxfam
America, Plan USA, Save the Children, World Concern, World Vision)
joined together to create a new, non-partisan campaign to mobilize
a movement of Americans from all walks of life in the fight against

extreme poverty and preventable global disease. ONE was launched
at a kick-off event in Philadelphia in May, 2004 attended by faith lead-
ers, heads of leading anti-poverty organizations, celebrities, African
activists and policymakers from the right and left.

Working closely with DATA and the other co-founding organizations,
ONE quickly got to work, via global online actions, development of
an iconic ad campaign and support for the Live 8 concerts, to push
for a new initiative to fight African poverty at the 2005 G8 Summit in
Gleneagles. That push, in conjunction with the Global Call to Action
Against Poverty, succeeded in helping to secure a pledge by the G8
to direct an additional $25 billion in effective assistance to Africa by
2010. In less than a year, ONE signed up more than 2 million mem-
bers and created a powerful, grassroots political force in support of
better policies for combating poverty.

In 2007, ONE and DATA decided to join their complementary strengths
into a united global anti-poverty organization, and in January 2008,
they formally merged under the name ONE. The new ONE combines
DATA’s high-level global advocacy and policy depth with ONE’s
grassroots mobilization expertise. Like its predecessors, ONE’s mis-
sion is to fight extreme poverty and preventable disease in the poor-
est places on the planet, particularly in Africa, where the challenges
are the greatest.
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