Accomplishments in 2006-2008 Term
· Passed 4 Bills Into Law in My 1st Legislative Session

1. Consumer Protection – HB 279 - Prohibited public utilities from giving out customers private information without their permission

2. Water Quality – HB 998 - Added the Secretary of the Department of Health to the NM Water Quality Commission

3. Veterans Post Property Tax Exemption – HB 719 - Authorized a constitutional amendment to be placed on the NM ballot eliminating property taxes from veterans posts
4. Female Veterans License Plate – HB 365 - Created custom license plates honoring female veterans, with proceeds benefiting the Veterans Affairs Department
· Played a Key Role in Important Reform Efforts

1. Affordable Housing Law - In my 1st session, I pushed for reform of the state’s regional affordable housing authority law, and was named one of 6 House Members to re-write the law.  The new bill passed the House unanimously at 3 AM, the final day of the session.

2. Ethics Reform - As the only freshman and one of three House Members appointed by Governor Richardson to the Ethics Task Force, I successfully pushed for the endorsement of various proposals requiring more reporting and transparency from lobbyists, special interest groups, and the Secretary of State.  I also co-sponsored legislation proposing contribution limits to candidates, and an independent Ethics Commission.  I am committed to enacting all of these provisions in law. 

· Provided Leadership and Funding to Important Community Projects

1. Successfully spearheaded bi-partisan effort to create a NM State Veterans Museum in Dona Ana County

2. Provided the majority funding to establish a veterans transitional shelter in Las Cruces, one of only two such facilities in the state

3. Provided emergency funding to keep the Las Cruces Boys and Girls Club open

4. Provided funding for every 5th grader in Dona Ana County to participate in the Outdoor Classroom Program

5. Provided funding to establish a Small Farms Institute at NMSU

6. Successfully pushed for an expansion of efforts to recruit and retain quality healthcare providers in New Mexico

7. Passed legislation authorizing the creation of a Border Security and Border Affairs Interim Committee, as well as a Memorial calling for the adoption of a federal guest worker program.

· Accomplishments for Business Community

1. Co-sponsored the high wage tax credit

2. Attained almost 100k to start up small farms institute

3. Fought for funding to be included in budget for Santa Teresa for hazmat and border station

4. Amended the Governors Health bill to take out the tax on the business community to fund expansion

5. One of the highest ratings of all democrats from ACI
